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1, A secret press ecnference at Baden~-Helenenthal on 18 = 20 February 
1947 was attended only by personnel ef the Savist-<operated newspapers 
and by presa service representatives in eastern Austria. Ne members 
ef ths Austrian Comnunist press were preaent. 


2. The meeting was presided ever by Serin, deseribed by soures ag the 
episeary te Ceechoslevakia of the Cexatral Polit-Buresu in Moseew. 
G.F, Aleksandroy, assistant in the Mimiatry of Cultura and Propaganda, 
2OX1A was imtreduced at the sonferenee as the head ef the future Tease effies 
in Austrieo Comment: Am earlier repert names au Andrei 
Hikhailovieh Aleksandrev a8 Tass representative in Vienna). 


5. Serin reviewed the problems amd the purpose ef the prepagandsa in 
Cescheslevakia aa indivative of the methods te be used in Austria. 


4. The main points discussed were the following: 


a. The independent sharaeter of each papsr should be preserved 
with referenee to criticion of the Austriem Government, so 
that the Austrian public will not suspect any unified prepa- 
ganda. Above ell, the present food and eeonomic erisis should 
be used te solidify publie epinion. Open attacks on pelitiesal 
parties should be avoided at present in favor ef conesntrating 
on seaninils among public firures whe can ba tied in with their 
parties at a specified tims . 


.be The Volksstinme criticisn of the Seolalist Party was deseribed 
as precature. A new rapprochement must be sought, especially 
with the left-wing Socialists in an effort te win them to the 
Communist cause; simultaneously, thia will eause a weakening 
of the Seclalists as a group. 
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SG» ‘The Soviet supervision of Austrian Communist * papers is 
to be exercised through the distribution of propaganda 
assignments, Furthermore, the editorials in the Austrian 
Communist papers must be approved in Baden before publicn- 
tions The Tass articles are censored in Moscow prior to 
their release in Austrias 


Sorin announced that the Soviet army paper, Oesterreichische Zeitung, will 
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be discontinuad after the withdrawal of Soviet troops and will be replaged 
by a German edition of Pravda to be published in Yionna. 


The present Tass representative in Vienna will be replaced by a Tass office 
headed by Aleksaudrov. Its articles will still be subject to censorship 
in Hoseow prior to their transmittance to Vierma. 

The subject of @ secoud conference concerned the newspapers of the 
western provinces; all participants of the first conference were excluded 
from this sécond meeting. 


The next conference 4s to be held early in Merch 1047. 
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